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he errs, as things are situated, for most of his friends are
supporting Hawley and some of his bitterest opponents
are supporting English. He should soon draw the line of
demarcation. In the break-up of parties which I think is
now upon us, not unlikely Hawley will plunge into central-
ism, for thither go almost all Radicals, including his old
Abolition associates. The causes or circumstances which
take him there will be likely to bring English into the
President's support. Nevertheless, under the existing state
of things, I should, unless something farther occurs between
this and election, probably, on personal grounds, prefer
Hawley. It is too late to effect a change of front with
parties.

Senator Sumner came this P.M. as usual on Saturdays.
He doubts the correctness of taking naval vessels for the
French Exhibition. Grimes, with whom I have had some
conversation, has contributed to Summer's doubts. It is
certainly a strange proceeding to require or expect the
Navy to furnish four vessels with their crews for this carry-
ing service without any appropriation of funds for that
object. It is not a naval matter, enters not into our esti-
mates, and we have no suitable vessels. The House is very
loose and reckless, however, in its proceedings, and ap-
pears to be careless of current legislation. Specific appro-
priations they would misapply, and are, in fact, pressing
and insisting that I shall divert funds appropriated by law
for one purpose to another and different purpose. But this
was not Sumner's trouble. He thought it bad economy, as
it undoubtedly is. I said to him that if I was called to do
this transportation without instructions, I would, as a
matter of economy, sooner charter merchant ships than
dismantle and attempt to convert and use naval vessels
for the purpose.

I learn in confidence from Sumner that dispatches from
our legation in France have reached the State Department
which have not been brought before the Cabinet. Louis
Napoleon has quarreled with his cousin, who was president